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ABSTRACT

The education reform was one of the most significant and successful changes implemented in Georgia in the
21st century. However, over time, it became evident that the aforementioned reform required certain updates
and adjustments, the implementation of which has already partially begun.

Within the framework of the reform, one of the most important decisions was the initiative to merge Ivane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University and the Georgian Technical University, which was followed by large-scale
public protest. In response to the emerging circumstances, the government was forced to review the aforemen-
tioned decision, which was ultimately regarded as an appropriate and justified measure.

In my opinion, the removal of the faculties of Social Sciences, Business Technologies, and Law from the Geor-
gian Technical University as a result of the aforementioned reform was a correct decision. Although the Georgian
Technical University had represented the leading center for the preparation of engineering personnel in the
country for many years, as a result of the introduction of the aforementioned faculties, the engineering fields
gradually lost their priority positions.

This decision may also be regarded as justified, since in recent years the quality of education at the Georgian
Technical University has failed to meet the desired standards. However; it should also be noted that a considerable
number of highly qualified professors and academic staff members were employed by these faculties. I believe
that the low quality of teaching was largely caused by the lack of objective and transparent selection procedures
at the Technical University for many years. In addition, faculty deans were appointed in violation of the Law on
Higher Education of Georgia, while standards of accountability and academic rigor were insufficiently maintained.

As for the Ilia State University, it is advisable to increase the student quota, which would enable the higher
educational institution to expand admissions to unique programs, particularly in the fields of ecology and envi-
ronmental protection.

Furthermore, within the framework of the Unified National Examinations, the proportion of applicants ad-
mitted through mathematics-based examinations in the fields of economics, business, tourism, and engineering
should be increased to 50%.

The issue related to the tourism program also requires immediate attention. In recent years, within the National
Qualifications Framework, tourism has no longer been categorized as a field of business, which, in my opinion,
represents a serious mistake and and requires reconsideration and correction.

Furthermore, it is advisable to provide professors from different universities with the opportunity to partici-
pate in competitions for the positions of rector, dean, and other academic positions, which would significantly
increase both competition and the transparency of the process.
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In state universities, commissions responsible for the selection of professors should be established in agree-

ment with the Ministry of Education and Science, while membership in such commissions should be limited — the

same person should be permitted to serve as a commission member no more than twice.

In state universities, the share of the final examination should be increased to 40% of the overall assessment,

namely 16 points.

It is also necessary to restrict admissions to PhD programs, since the current number of doctoral candidates

does not adequately correspond to the country’s needs. In addition, a minimum B2 level of foreign language

proficiency should be required for admission to doctoral programs.

In both state and private universities, professors should be limited to teaching no more than three subjects.

Furthermore, the state should consider the possibility of re-establishing branches at certain universities.

The aforementioned and other similar measures would contribute to the improvement of the higher educa-

tion system and to enhancing the quality of training of qualified personnel.

Keywords: Education reform, university program, examination commission, Professors' Competition Com-

mission, qualified personnel.

REFERENCES:

1. Mankiw, N. Gregory. Principles of Economics.
Translated and published by Diogenes, 2017. (In
Georgian)

2.]Janjgava, Jamlet. The Role of Legislative Regula-
tions in Ensuring the Quality of Education. SEU Publish-
ing House, 2007. (In Georgian)

3. Karchava, L., Chiabrishvili, K., Goroshidze, G., Mge-
ladze, L., & Veshapidze, S. (2026). Indicators of effective
use of the rich experience of academic staff. The New
Economist, 20(4), 21-35. (In Georgian)

4. Chigladze, G., & Karchava, L. (2025). The revo-
lutionary impact of digital technologies on financial
architecture. The New Economist, 20(2), 92-104.

5.Zagaidze, V., & Karchava, L. (2026). Artificial
Intelligence and Data-Driven Policy in Economic Gov-
ernance: Opportunities and Risks. The New Econo-
mist, 21(1), 85-92.

6. Otinashvili, R., Veshapidze, S., & Zoidze, G. (2023).
Impact of economic crime on the sustainable develop-

ment of the state. Three Seas Economic Journal, 4(1),
10-17.

7.Karchava, L., Veshapidze, S., & Chiabrishvili, K.
(2023). Economic perspective of establishing strate-
gic partnership between China and Georgia. The New
Economist, 18(3), 7-2.

8. Karchava, L., Nanuashvili, I, Zoidze, G., & Veshap-
idze, S. (2025). Georgia’s Strategic Role in Eurasian
Transport and Digital Logistics Transformation. The
New Economist, 20(2), 40-53.

9. Veshapidze, S., & Karchava, L. (2022). Contradic-
tions of Globalization under the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic. Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci, 16(4), 152-157.

10. Karchava, L. (2014). Again about the investment
environment in Georgia Or whatkind of investor do we
need? The New Economist, 9(3), 45-2.

11. Karchava, L., Veshapidze, S., & Tsikelashvili, S.
(2025). Georgia's Perspective in the Context of De-
veloping Economic Relations between China and the
European Union. The New Economist, 20(1), 8-23.

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO SOOI OO OO

MAIN TEXT

The restoration of such programs would signifi-
cantly improve the quality of education. Based on my
contacts with graduates of this program, I can state
that 22-23 graduates are successfully employed both
in Georgia and abroad. They hold responsible positions
in various important institutions, including the Na-
tional Bank of Georgia and the Parliament of Georgia.
For example, program graduate Tiniko Akhvlediani
obtained a PhD in economics in the United States and
is currently a well-known EU expert. Also noteworthy
is Beka Liluashvili, a former member of the Parliament
of Georgia, along with other successful graduates.

To enroll in this program it was necessary to pass
mathematics and English language exams at Unified
National Examinations. This facilitated populariza-
tion of those subjects and attracted stone of the most
important reforms implemented in Georgia in the
21st century concerns the field of education. Over
time, however, the initial reform became somewhat
outdated, necessitating revisions and adjustments,
some of which have already been partially imple-
mented.

One of the most important aspects of the reform
was the proposed merger of Georgian Technical
University (GTU) and Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
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University (TSU). Following widespread protests
against this decision, the government backed down.
I believe this withdrawal was the right step.

The separation of the faculties of law, business
technology, and social sciences from the technical
university can be viewed as a significant step for-
ward. Given that the primary mission of the technical
university is to train experts in engineering and tech-
nology, this decision was well-justified. While GTU
has historically made big contributions to training
highly skilled professionals, it had recently become
less responsive to contemporary demands, shifting
its focus mainly toward humanities disciplines. As a
long-time lecturer at this institution, I feel that despite
the presence of many highly competent professionals,
the quality of instruction in certain specializations
failed to meet modern standards. Consequently, the
aforementioned structural adjustments were a nec-
essary phase.

Numerous major changes are still required within
our educational system, and overcoming these chal-
lenges is inconceivable without state political will.
One of the primary issues is the lack of fair, impartial,
and competitive hiring practices for academic staff
at many universities. Appointments are sometimes
influenced by personal relationships, nepotism, or
the so-called "rector's list." Furthermore, the selection
of professors based on party affiliation has recently
emerged as a severe issue. Under such circumstances,
a selected professor cannot remain impartial, inde-
pendent, or principled, which directly undermines
the quality of education.

[lia State University, which, along with Sokhumi
State University, has suffered to some extent under
the reform, requires a separate discussion. A number
of its master's programs—including those in the
exact and natural sciences, as well as ecology—have
been discontinued. Reevaluating the future of these
specialized initiatives is crucial. The head of state has
expressed willingness to restore them, and there is
hope that this commitment will be fulfilled from the
next academic year.

A critical question remains as to why astronomy is
housed at Ilia State University rather than Thilisi State
University, which has a rich history and appropriate
infrastructure in this discipline. The Evgeni Kha-
radze Observatory was situated atop TSU’s high-rise
campus building where the renowned scientist once
observed celestial bodies. Therefore, I believe the
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master's program in astronomy should be transferred
to TSU, given its extensive institutional experience
in the field.

The legal and medical departments at Ilia Uni-
versity are also subjects of intense public debate.
A realistic assessment of the university's capacity
in these fields is necessary, as training competitive
professionals requires substantial resources. Con-
sequently, it may be more appropriate to integrate
these departments into two prestigious, established
institutions: Thilisi State Medical University and TSU.

Asregards Ilia University's business and econom-
ics programs, highly qualified local and international
instructors are engaged in teaching despite current
challenges, and contemporary educational resources
are available. Therefore, increasing student admission
quotas for these specific areas would be appropriate.

Sokhumi State University deserves specific con-
sideration. Naming the institution after the national
hero Zhiuli Shartava would be appropriate. Another
viable option would be to relocate the university to
the city of Rustavi, a measure that would contribute
to regional development and create employment
opportunities for displaced academic staff. This
relocation would carry deep symbolic meaning, as
Zhiuli Shartava’s leadership and talents were fully
demonstrated during his tenure as the head of the city.

Additionally, Sokhumi State University needs to
enhance its master's programs. Transferring agricul-
tural disciplines to Sokhumi University can be viewed
as a step in the right direction. This decision will
contribute to educational development in the Kvemo
Kartli region, bring the ethnic Azerbaijani population
closer to the Georgian language and culture, and
strengthen the teaching of the Georgian language.

It is important for the state to uphold the inter-
ests of all instructors and professors, ensuring their
employment within higher education and scien-
tific research establishments. This stability will help
young people develop professional orientations while
reducing broader social anxiety.

Several years ago, [ noted thatin order to increase
the quality of education, it was necessary to:

Making mathematics a compulsory subject in
business, economics, tourism, and engineering fields.
However, in recent years, the opposite trend has been
observed — the share of mathematics component
has been decreasing. For instance, at Tbilisi State
University, the percentage of students admitted based
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on mathematics has declined, while the share of other
subjects has increased. Despite the importance of
history, students should be able to perform basic
mathematical operations.

The status of the tourism sector is an urgentissue.
According to the National Qualifications Framework,
tourism is no longer classified under business admin-
istration, which is problematic. This raises a logical
question: if tourism is not a business, then what is
it? Especially when the tourism industry represents
a significant share of the national economy.

These changes have also resulted in a reduction
of economics instruction within tourism programs to
a single semester, whereas business administration
students study it over two semesters (microeconom-
ics and macroeconomics). This practice has become
widespread in both public and private universities,
negatively affecting the quality of education. It is
necessary to introduce changes to the National Quali-
fications Framework and reintegrate tourism into the
field of business administration. The proportion of
students admitted on the basis of mathematics should
also be increased.

It is also crucial to establish business and tour-
ism programs at regional universities in Telavi, Gori,
Samtskhe-Javakheti, and Zugdidi. These fields are
highly popular among applicants and serve as valu-
able drivers for regional growth. It would be advis-
able to establish at least one study cohort for these
subjects at each regional university. It is expected that
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the state will take this necessity into account and take
appropriate measures next year. Reviving master's
programs at these regional institutions is also neces-
sary, though on a restricted scale. Meanwhile, state
and private higher education institutions operating
in Batumi and Kutaisi will likely be able to navigate
current challenges independently to some degree.

Atseveral universities rectors and deans are being
elected for three to four terms. This contradicts the
current legislation, according to which, an individual
may hold these positions no more than twice. In this
regard, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
stands out as an exemplary institution that strictly
adheres to this norm.

The law should be amended to allow professors
from external institutions to run for the positions of
rector or dean at a given university. This would boost
competition and attract highly skilled professionals
across institutions.

ISSN 2667-9752(0nline)

The minimum passing criteria for final exams
must be reviewed. If a student earns at least 40%
(16 points) on a final exam, they should be awarded
credit.

The attendance component should be returned
into the assessment system, as its elimination has had
anegative impact on lecture attendance and student
performance.

It is advisable to increase the term of academic
competitions from 4 years to 6 years as this will raise
stability for academic personnel.

Branch committees at state universities should be
formed with the participation of the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Science. The board of those committees
should not be renewed for more than two terms. As
to private universities, they should have more free-
dom in this process. They shall select the committee
membership themselves.

Strict quality control and admission standards
must be enforced for doctorate programs. Admis-
sion to both master's and doctoral programs should
strictly require at least a B2 level of proficiency in
a foreign language. Increasing the share of foreign
language studies across educational programs is
necessary as well.

As you may be aware, the so-called “elite pro-
gram” at Tbilisi State University has been operating
successfully since 2008, with its graduates working
both in Georgia and internationaludents with high
academic level.

Itis advisable for both public and private universi-
ties to establish a legal cap on a professor's teaching
load, which should not exceed two or three academic
courses. The practice of a single professor teaching
numerous disciplines, particularly when they are
simultaneously supervising a doctoral program,
negatively affects the quality of education. There
was a case at a state university in which a professor
taught every major subject individually. While the
accreditation team expressed their remarks on this
practice during their visit, it caused the professor’s
dissatisfaction. This is a systemic problem and needs
adjustment.

As regards accreditation experts, there are also
certain challenges in this area. In my opinion, these
positions should be held by renowned, principled, and
experienced specialists within their respective fields.
In Georgia, where the state language is Georgian, it
should be prohibited to use English proficiency as the
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sole criterion during the selection of experts, as such
an approach has discriminatory implications. Addition-
ally, foreign academics working abroad must continue
to participate in program accreditation and institu-
tional authorization processes, as is current practice.

Both public and private universities should
establish testing centers where final exams can be
administered under a unified standard.

The current practice at Georgian Technical Univer-
sity when the rector does not allow participation in
a competition to those individuals whose contracts
have expired. They have to wait for open competi-
tion. I believe this practice is not consistent with the
principle of fairness and needs to be reviewed.

I consider it appropriate that a subject be taught
by a person who, although holding an academic de-
gree in that subject, has no experience and has never
taught it.

In one of the universities, the following case was
recorded: among the competition participants, there
was no one who had taught the most essential sub-
jects for economists — “Principles of Microeconom-
ics” and “Principles of Macroeconomics.”

When I finally became convinced that I did not
have any chance of winning this competition, I ad-
dressed the Dean of the Faculty in writing, pointing
out that among the candidates there was not a single
applicant with teaching experience in “Microeconom-
ics” and “Macroeconomics.” The response was unex-
pected: the Dean stated that he was also a participant
in the competition and therefore could not comment
on the matter, despite the fact that this issue clearly
falls within the Dean’s prerogatives. All of this cre-
ated the impression that issues related to the quality
of the program were not given attention. Therefore,
it is important that the relevant committees do not
disregard this matter and make decisions based on
objectivity and the principles academic quality.

The development of academic literature in eco-
nomics and business is of paramount importance.
While some progress has been made in recent years,
more modern books still need to be translated and
published. It is recommended that state universities
allocate dedicated budgets for the publication of
internationally recognized books. A similar practice
should be adopted by non-state universities as well.

The state must take into account that the direc-
tions of legal, medical, and primary education repre-
sentregulated professions, and for them, universities
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of a high standard, equipped with an appropriate
material-technical base, are necessary.

As for the direction of business administration, it
is possible to increase student admission in Telavi,
Zugdidi, Gori, and Samtskhe-Javakheti State Univer-
sities (for example, 50 students in each) in parallel
with strict academic control. This will help relieve
overcrowding in Tbilisi while training qualified
professionals directly in the regions.. It is also pos-
sible to consider various models of development for
Sokhumi State University, including strengthening its
role in the regional educational space and restoring
appropriate master's programs with limited places.

The common goal must be the balanced develop-
ment of the educational system and the expansion of
education opportunities in the regions.

The state should allow the development of uni-
versity branches, as it previously existed in practice.
This would contribute to relieving Tbilisi, enhancing
higher education in the regions, and employing part of
the professors and lecturers in regional universities,
as well as the development of branches of various
programs of Ilia State University.

At the same time, it is not reasonable to transfer
academic staff only to scientific-research institutes,
as such an approach may lead to a reduction in actual
research productivity, particularly in the fields of
economics, business, and agriculture. For example,
the Paata Gugushvili Institute of Economics has
historically made an important contribution to the
development of Georgian economic science. How-
ever, it is necessary to create appropriate working
conditions and infrastructure so that the institute
and the scientists employed there can fully realize
their potential.

The government states that part of the academic
staffreleased from universities will be transferred to
scientific-research institutes. However, in this case,
the Paata Gugushvili Institute of Economics will be
particularly affected, as it still lacks adequate infra-
structure and its own building. Under such condi-
tions, it will be difficult for the institute to carry out
full-scale scientific research and produce competitive
scientific output. Therefore, it is necessary for the
state to allocate appropriate premises and create a
modern working environment so that the institute
can function properly, develop scientific research, and
produce research output of importance for national
economic policy.
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